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from Africa or the West Indies by the negro. The
Rockefeller Foundation is now spending nearly
$300,000 a year in financing, wholly or in part, at-
tempts to eradicate the disease in eight Southern
States and in fifteen foreign countries.

The parasite enters the body from polluted soil,
usually through the feet, as a large part of the rural
population goes barefoot in the summer; it makes
its way to the intestinal canal, where it fixes itself,
grows, and lays eggs which are voided and hatch in
the soil. Since most country districts are without
sanitary closets, reinfection may occur again and
again, until an individual harbors a host of these
tiny bloodsuckers, which interfere with his diges-
tion and sap his vitality. It is now believed that
the morbid appetites of the "clay eaters" are due
to this infection. The fact that the negro who in-
troduced the curse is less susceptible to the infec-
tion and is less affected by it than the white man is
one of life's ironies.

There is a brighter side to this picture, however.
Of all the cultivated land in the South 65 per cent
is worked by owners (white 60.6 per cent; colored
4.4 per cent) and this land is on the whole much
better tilled than that let to tenants. It is true
that some of the landowners are chronically in debt